
ULYSSES CLUB Inc

COFFS COAST BRANCH

NEWSLETTER December 2009

President- Brian Platts 02 6656 1648, 0400409681 brplatts@tpg.com.au
Vice President- Mike O’Rourke 02 6651 5610, gutsup1951@yahoo.com.au
Secretary - Andrew Wright, 02 6656 9128, 0400 706 602
andreww.coffscoastulysses@bigpond.com
Treasurer – Sandie Jones, 02 6651 4889, 0411 12 3120 yumy2@optusnet.com.au
Quartermaster- James Stuart 02 66536591 jamess@sf.nsw.gov.au
Editor - John Bambey 02 66585805, 0417585705 jon56b@hotmail.com
Web Master - Chris Eddy, 02 6651 6355 sales@newportsystems.com.au
Publicity - Shirley Rose, 02 6651 4697, 0417250688 shoseus@yahoo.com
Welfare – Roger Bemmer, 02 6651 7701, 0439 4 0769 randmbemmer@bigpond.com
Library- Dave Barter 02 6655 1091, davidjbarter@optusnet.comau
Ride – Ron Adams – 02 6653 1478, 0421343947 ronkay@dodo.com.au
Ride – Dave Barter 02 6655 1091, davidjbarter@optusnet.com
Ride – Paul Otton 02 6652 2650, 0423527320 paul2wheels@hotmail.com
Ride – Chris Eddy, 02 66516355 sales@newportsystems.com.au

This newsletter is emailed to members who are registered with the club secretary along with
the latest news and ride dates. Hard copies are handed out at Saturday coffee and some are
left at Coffs Motorcycles just up the road from Bunnings. It is also on the Ulysses web site,
Coffs branch.

Drinks Night
Last drinks night saw approx 20 members turn out for drinks & a meal this was a great turn
up as due to the lack of participation I have had to postpone Friday’s meal at the Coffs Hotel.
The resurrection & or replacement of the Meal Night venue will be on the Agenda for the
Quarterly Breakfast Meeting held at Sawtell RSL on the 20th December 2009.
The drinks night will remain at the Ex-services club with attending members deciding where
they would like to go for dinner.

The Christmas Party
The Christmas Party was a Huge success the hall saved everyone a lot of work putting up
tents, tarps etc. The helpers on Saturday morning had the decoration completed within 2 hrs
with coffee & social activities (talking) thrown in.
They did a very fine job & the hall looked Fantastic.
With 99 members booking tickets there was a lot of mingling, talking laughing and Bull****
flying around it was a fun gathering we also had 4 Turks turn up led by Mustafa Kemal
Atatürk who looked remarkably like Matt Sponberg.
This year we changed from our tradition of giving a $5.00 present and raffled off some
scratchies to raise money for the Westpac Lifesaving Rescue Helicopter this was an initiative
by Bernie it was well supported the amount raised will be ratified at the next executive
Meeting & we will let everyone know as soon the amount and the date of the hand over as
possible.



I would like to thank Sandie Jones for her assistance in organising the Christmas Party.
Jeff Jones, Annette Platts, Joan & Harold Bulloch for supplying decorations, Chris & Judy
Eddy for suppling the lighting. Marg & Barry Goldsby-Smith for the Christmas tree. John &
Sue Larcombe for the extra tables & Prue Sauerbier for the Music (great stuff that).
And of course all the members that turned up to help assemble all the décor.
We would like to send a special mention to the business houses that generously donated gifts
& or services to make our party the success it was.
Coffs Hotel- bottle of Jack Daniels
Gloria Jean’s- buy one-get one free Cards.
Mike Blewitt Ford Spare Parts-extra tables & extendable shelter.
Thanks also to the Golden Roast for the catering.
The Capers
The Minutes have been emailed.
The next meeting will be at Club Coffs 11th January 2010 all members are welcome to come
along and be involved.
Albany AGM
I have contacted Chris Glover the coordinator in Albany about group booking they will give
a group booking if we have 10 or booked & paid for so if you are going & have booked &
wish to stay with us as a group I need names & registration numbers as soon as possible
from all the members that are going and have registered (so far I have received Dave’s)
to send to Chris so we can hold a site.

Ride Committee
Please come along to the next meeting on the 7th December 2009 as we need a few new
ideas.
Don’t forget our Quarterly Breakfast Meeting held at Sawtell RSL on the 20th December
2009.

Keep your head up & eyes moving
Brian Platts

June Smyth form the Westpac Lifesaver
Rescue Helicopter – northern division
was at Gloria Jean’s South on Saturday at
10.30am to accept the cheque from our
Christmas party raffle we raised $587.00.

All had shining bikes and big smiles for the
cameras.

Bernie was given the pleasure of presenting
the cheque to June. Well done Bernie, after
all it was your initiative & your raffle selling
expertise
that raised the money.



Ulysses bikers challenge police

10th December 2009
Motorcyclists Shirley Ross, ‘Fleur’ in the
goggles, Ross Taylor, Anna Douglas and Graeme
Herbert handing down the challenge to NSW
police this week.

THE Ulysses Motorcycle Club, the
tamest of all bikies, are gunning for
blood – police blood.

They are handing down a challenge to
the law that they’ll make more donations this summer.

Police won last year’s statewide challenge run through the Australian Red Cross Blood
Service, but at this point the motorcyclists hold an early lead. Joined by a common cause, the
NSW Police and motorcyclists will continue to keep tally up until late February.

Coffs Harbour Blood Bank community relations officer Kirstie Lee says the campaign is
important to maintaining blood and plasma stock over the holiday period.

“When people think of blood donations, they think of accident and car crash victims and
emergency blood transfusions, but the majority of stocks actually go towards treating cancer
patients,” Kirstie said.

Each blood donation can help save up to three lives, which means that this friendly rivalry
has helped as many as 135,000 people.

Cruising
I wasn’t here last month to bring out our November newsletter, which was handled by
Andrew Wright. Thanks, Andrew, you did a great job. Where was I? I went on a cruise
around Australia on a ship from the Royal Caribbean Line called “Rhapsody of the Seas”.
I’d just like to share a couple of experiences with you, in case you’re thinking about a
holiday destination.

Johanna and I caught a flight down to Sydney on 17/10/2009. We were about five hours
early so we dropped our luggage off at the ship and had a roam around the dock area. Those
Sydney siders don’t realize how lucky they are to have such a beautiful harbour area. We
went over to the far side of the dock, had a coffee (being Ulyssian) and took in the breath
taking view. Not only was the harbour beautiful, but, there across the water, at the pier, was
our mammoth ship, looking very much like the Titanic (in all her glory), looked to the
spectators all those years ago.

We boarded at 2:00pm, first class treatment. They put me in a wheel chair and wheeled me
to a special queue where the disabled passengers could cut the general queue and get straight
on board. We were taken to our double cabin to settle before sailing.

We were finally here, on our 17 night cruise. I experienced a feeling of wonder as Johanna
and I got us acquainted with this great lady. On a ship like this you can do as much or as
little as you want, spend as much or as little as you want, eat as much or as little as you want,
join in as much or as little as you want. You are entirely spoilt, and you’re in the same mind
as everybody else on that brilliant vessel, whether you work there or you are just cruising.



One of our typical days started at about 8:30am. We showered, dressed (very casual) went
up to the buffet restaurant and had a delicious three course breakfast. When we were
comfortably full, we walked outside on the deck and started to make friends (not hard at all
on a cruise). I loved doing my sudokus and just relaxing.

At lunchtime, approx 1; 30pm, we’d go back to the buffet and have a three course lunch, or
four, or five. Feeling the belly start to stretch a little, it was time for exercise, so up to the
top deck we went to play shuffle board. I did well because I got a silver and gold medal (not
at the same time). Having done the strenuous exercise, it was time to relax a little and take in
a movie on the big screen. That would be followed by going up to the pool area where a
band set up every day at about 4:00pm. One can just sit back with a couple of cocktails and
do whatever you like.

In the evening its back to the cabin for a shower and change of clothes for dinner (we had
three formal nights).Because we selected a late dinner (8:00pm), we had the opportunity to
see the live show before we ate. This was also a great opportunity to have professional
photos done on the formal nights. Dinner was in the main restaurant, al la carte, the meals
were breath taking, the steaks just melting in your mouth, the different types of fresh baked
bread, and the desserts to die for. Thank God for my stringent exercise regime. After all this
pampering you can go to the nightclub and dance the night yesterday. Me? I liked to have a
quiet Baileys in the piano bar before going to the cabin for a much deserved sleep.

In conclusion let me say. If you’ve never been on a cruise or you’re looking for somewhere
to enjoy your holidays, consider sailing. It’s relaxing, you make new friends, you get to see
a lot of different places and when compared to driving and staying at resorts and feeding
yourself, it’s very cost effective.
See you on board next time.
John Bambey

Your local Socials
Allan Fielding’s
new Yamaha
Tenere

Mmmm what are those Wright Boys plotting?



Bernie and Prue putting their best feet
forward for the Christmas Party.

Twilight Ride to Macksville
Saturday 21st November, we had 26 bikes for
the twilight run to Macksville. Good to see
Brian Short and some familiar faces turn up,
shows the time suits some who can’t make
regular rides. It was a hot day but cooled off for
the ride. We rode via the old highway to
Urunga then Hungry head road, Nambucca, old
coast road then onto Macksville Star Hotel via
Rodeo drive. 5pm start was a little early and we
will make it later next time. We had a nice
meal on the balcony overlooking the river and
Bob Wright won the raffle.Also the club library
was open for business. Then the fun started, the
twilight run home in the cool. I got stuck
behind a rescue vehicle with flashing lights and found the trunk road blocked for traffic at
Fernmount due to a car accident. So I had a squirt home via North bank Road, dodging the
other diverted traffic. Took me an hour to get the smile off my face and four hours to get the
dead Christmas beetles off my wind screen.
David Barter


